
Breuner Marsh: wetland restoration & shoreline park
East Bay Regional Park District, Richmond, CA

Parchester Village
neighborhood

Community Involvement – Residents of Parchester Village have been lobbying to keep Breuner 
Marsh as public open space since the 1950s, and have saved the site from multiple development 
proposals. The new park preserves public shoreline access. 
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On the Bay San Francisco Bay is the largest 
estuary on the Pacific coast, providing critical 
habitat for many endangered species. It is also 
on the Pacific Flyway. Breuner Marsh adds new 
parkland and 1.5 miles to the San Francisco 
Bay Trail, serving disadvantaged communities.   

context tidal marsh elevations & habitat zones

elevation analysis

high elevation upland areas are expensive to 
excavate to create tidal marsh

future tidal zone 
to be preserved

high elevation upland areas 
are the optimal location for soil 
disposal mounds
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sea level rise determines location 
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•  target lower-lying areas to create new 
tidal marsh

•  maximize creation of tidal marsh while 
minimizing project costs

•  the current transition zone is predicted to 
convert to high marsh by 2080

•  these areas are preserved and converted 
to seasonal wetlands

•  highest areas will remain uplands in 2080
•  excavated soil is consolidated in existing 

high areas to balance cut/fill, forming hills
•  public access infrasturcture is located on 

new hills to ensure future sustainability 
with sea level rise
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Upland seasonal wetlands are 
recharged by fresh water entering 
the site through rainfall and 
runoff. The project also maintains 
drainage to prevent flooding on 
adjacent properties. 
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Breuner Marsh Regional Shoreline Park is a pioneering 
coastal park on San Francisco Bay designed to evolve 
with sea level rise. It will benefit endangered species, and 
provide public access to the Bay now and in the future. 


